
Page 1 of 5 
 

Culver Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
August 15, 2017 

Summary of Council Actions: 

Items Motion Made By Seconded 

Vote (For – Against - 

Abstained) 

Motion to approve the 

July 18, 2017 minutes 

as written 

Mr. Peterson Mr. Oosterbaan 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to close the 

Public Hearing 2017-

003P 

Mr. Bean Mr. Peterson 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to change the 

zoning from R1 to R2 

Mr. Bean Mr. Peterson 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to table Ersay 

Building Permit issue 

until Mr. Leist has an 

opportunity to consult 

with the attorney. 

Mr. Peterson Mr. Oosterbaan 6 – 0 – 1 Approved 

Adjournment Mr. Gut Mr. Peterson 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 
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1. Call to Order 

President Barry McManaway called to order a regularly scheduled meeting of the Culver 

Planning Commission at 6:37 PM on August 15, 2017 at the Culver Town Hall. 

2. Roll Call 

Mr. Harris conducted roll call. The following members were present: Barry McManaway, Pete 

Peterson, Margaret Dehne, Chester Gut, Wayne Bean, Marty Oosterbaan, Bill Harris, and 

Building Commissioner Chuck Dewitt.  

Don Fox was absent. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

Led by President Barry McManaway 

4. Approval of July 18, 2017 Minutes 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Oosterbaan seconded 

the motion. The minutes were approved 7-0-0 

5. Public Hearing for Petition No. 2017-003P. Rezone from R1 to R2 

Mr. McManaway called the hearing to order at 6:40PM. 

Rezone from R1 to R2 the David and Susan Beggs property located at 117 W. Madison 

Street, Culver, IN. Mr. McManaway asked for comments from the members. Mr. Peterson 

voiced his opinion that it’s not a perfect fit, but it’s the best for right now. Mr. Leist reminded 

the members that Mr. Beggs had applied for the rezoning about a year ago, and it was put on 

the back burner. Mr. Leist also stated the Zoning Review Committee was asked for their 

opinion and after some discussion they came to the same opinion Mr. Peterson just 

summarized. 

Mr. Oosterbaan asked if the building was ever used as a duplex in the past, to which Mr. 

Beggs replied that he had used it for short term rentals; weekends only. Mr. Oosterbaan also 

asked if the building needs to meet code prior to rezoning. Mr. Dewitt and Mr. McManaway 

explained that once the property is rezoned then Mr. Dewitt will have to inspect the building 

and point out any deficiencies that need to be corrected in order for the building to be used as 

a duplex. 

Culver resident Mr. David Partridge voiced concern about more parking being allowed 

because of the duplex. Mr. Beggs said, “There are two driveways.” 

Mr. Mason pointed out that the minimum parking spaces per dwelling unit are 2. Therefore, if 

you can get 2 cars in each driveway you’re home free.  

Mr. Berger mentioned that the Zoning Review Committee had looked at this request relative 

to the Comprehensive Plan and thought the change to R2 would be an appropriate fit. 

Mr. Oosterbaan stated he believes the change to R2 is consistent with the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

Mr. Bean made a motion to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Mr. Peterson. Approved 7 

– 0 – 0. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:50PM. 
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Mr. Bean made a motion to change the zoning from R1 to R2; seconded by Mr. Peterson. 

Approved 7 – 0 – 0  

6. Old Business 

Mr. McManaway asked about old business items. The first item of concern was the fill dirt 

located just south of the cemetery without a permit or erosion control. Mr. Dewitt stated he 

was not as concerned about erosion control as others because of the location. Mr. Harris 

asked if they have applied for the permit. Mr. Dewitt asked them to do so but as of today they 

have not.  

Another item was screening on the north side of the Brewery. Mr. Dewitt said he spoke with 

Jeff, one of the owners, and next week they are going to try and get a consensus on what to 

do. 

Mr. Harris asked Mr. Leist if rezoning the City Park from L1 to P1 was still an active item. Mr. 

Leist responded that it is still on his list. Mr. Leist explained that the item was discussed at the 

Zoning Review Committee meeting. We talked about the use category changes in the new 

ordinance, but I have been waiting for the new ordinance to be adopted before making the 

change.  

7. New Business 

Mr. Dewitt said he had an item he wanted to present to the Commission to get an opinion and 

direction on. He said the property is at 915 South Shore. This is for an addition or accessory 

structure on the south side of the road. There were discussions about this back in January 

2017. It has been discussed between Mr. Leist, Mr. Mason, and me about whether it is an 

accessory structure or what it might be. The discussion has been about if the structure were 

attached to the main residence would it be an addition and not an accessory structure. Mr. 

Leist thought there were other examples around the lake that were similar, and were 

considered an addition. Mr. Mason said those examples were given a variance through the 

BZA.  

Mr. McManaway asked about the large complex north of the Marina that has numerous large 

buildings connected by breeze ways. It was stated that the complex you’re referring to was 

not developed as one structure. Each of those buildings had a separate permit. 

The building in question will be a multiple use building with a four lane bowling alley, shooting 

range, bar, and storage area. Mr. Mason asked if this new structure would be bigger than the 

main structure. Mr. Dewitt answered yes. They want to make it like one structure so they 

don’t have to go before the BZA. Mr. Mason stated you cannot have an accessory structure 

that’s superior to the main structure. In other words, an accessory structure must be 

subordinate to the main structure.  

Mr. Dewitt pointed out that in the S1 District, tennis, racket ball, theater, and a roller rink are 

allowed with a special use. A bowling alley is not allowed. He also mentioned that the owner 

confirmed this morning there will be a shooting range in the building, which was previously 

undetermined. Mr. Dewitt would like to know what needs to be done to make it a shooting 

range. Mr. McManaway mentioned there would have to be an approved bullet catching 

mechanism installed. Mr. Bean said it has to be ventilated. Mr. Dewitt believes it will be 

constructed correctly, but because there’s no provision in an S1 district for this type of 

structure he believes it needs to go before the BZA. Mr. Mason doesn’t believe it needs a 

variance because of the use, but it needs a variance because of the size.  
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Mr. Dewitt then read a letter from Mr. Easterday regarding the addition.  

The letter: 

“Dear friends, 

I am unable to attend today’s meeting so I wish to give you some background on the Irsay 

permit application. 

In the design phase of the building addition, the acting Building Commissioner was contacted. 

He was given a pictural elevation of the addition. He contacted Russ Mason and it was 

determined that if the building addition was constructed with a breezeway connection with a 

permanent roof to the main structure, it is considered an addition and not an, “accessory 

structure”. This was confirmed in writing to me (by email). 

In reliance of that determination, I caused an Affidavit to be prepared and recorded 

consolidating the two lots. Copy of that was delivered to the Building Commissioner. 

There seems to be some concern about the proposed use of the addition for bowling alley/or 

private shooting. This use is residential use and totally non-commercial and therefore 

squarely within the single family residential use. It is very similar to the Zeglis property on the 

East side of the lake. 

I hope this assists you in determining that a building permit should now issue in this matter.” 

After Mr. Dewitt finished reading the letter Mr. Leist and Mr. Mason both confirmed, from 

recollection, that their conversations were regarding a breezeway attachment for a residential 

structure, not an accessory structure without residence. Mr. Leist also confirmed the item that 

was presented for his review back in early 2017 was only a graphic elevation. 

Mr. Peterson asked how the County would tax the property if the buildings were connected by 

a breezeway. Would it be one or two structures? Mr. Dewitt responded that it would most 

likely be taxed as two structures. Mr. Peterson responded, that goes back to what we’re 

dealing with as well. 

Member recommendations were: send it to the attorney for review, we must have a site plan 

for the Planning Commission to review, send it to the BZA, it needs to go before the 

Technical Review Committee. 

Mr. Peterson made a motion, this issue be tabled until Mr. Leist has an opportunity to consult 

with council; seconded by Mr. Oosterbaan. Approved 6 – 0 – 1 with Mr. Bean abstaining. 

8. Building Commissioner’s Report 

Mr. Dewitt passed out copies of his Building Permits Report for July 2017. There were eight 

Building Permits in July. The County’s portion of the fees was $810.00; Culver’s portion was 

$715.00. Year to date coming into Culver is $7,300.00. This rate is projected to meet our goal 

of $8,500.00/year.  

Mr. Leist handed out copies of the New Ordinance  along with a summary sheet containing 

the changes: 

 Parking chart for commercial space 
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 Changes to the sign ordinance to follow Marshall County and Plymouth 

 Changes to allowable uses in the Park district 

 Fences in L1 and visibility requirements 

 Addition of solar permits 

 Addition of roof permits 

 General attempt to coincide with Marshall County 

It was agreed, the Planning Commission will advertise and hold a public hearing at the 

September meeting.  

9. Citizen Input 

Nothing 

10. Commission Members Input or Concerns 

Mr. Bean asked if there was an ordinance for pools and hot tubes. Mr. Dewitt responded they 

either have to be fenced in or have a lockable cover. 

 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gut; seconded by Mr. Peterson. Approved 7 – 0 – 0   

President Barry McManaway adjourned the meeting at 8:08 PM. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday September 19, 2017 at 6:30 PM 

 

 

Minutes approved by:  

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Barry McManaway Margaret Dehne 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Chester Gut Wayne Bean 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Martin Oosterbaan Pete Peterson 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Bill Harris  


