
Page 1 of 4 
 

Culver Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2017 

Summary of Council Actions: 

Items Motion Made By Seconded 

Vote (For – Against - 

Abstained) 

Motion to approve the 

September 19, 2017 

minutes as written. 

Mr. Gut Mr. Oosterbaan 6 – 0 – 1 Approved 

Motion to strike the 

paragraph at the top 

of page 83 of the 

revised ordinance. 

Mr. Oosterbaan Mr. Fox 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to accept the 

two changes made 

tonight and send the 

new ordinance to the 

Town Council. 

Mr. Peterson Mr. Fox 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Adjournment Mr. Gut Mr. Fox 7 – 0 – 0 Approved 
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1. Call to Order 

President Barry McManaway called to order a regularly scheduled meeting of the Culver 

Planning Commission at 6:33 PM on October 17, 2017 at the Culver Town Hall. 

2. Roll Call 

Mr. Harris conducted roll call. The following members were present: Barry McManaway, Pete 

Peterson, Margaret Dehne, Chester Gut, Don Fox, Marty Oosterbaan, Bill Harris, and 

Building Commissioner Chuck Dewitt.  

Wayne Bean was absent. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

Led by President Barry McManaway 

4. Approval of September 19, 2017 Minutes 

Mr. Gut made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Oosterbaan seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved 6-0-1 with Mr. Harris abstaining 

5. Approve Revised Culver Zoning Ordinance 

Mr. McManaway opened for discussion the revised Culver Zoning Ordinance.  

Mr. McManaway asked for opinions regarding accessory structures in the front yard of the L1 

district. The issue is the L1 district is the only district that we allow an accessory structure in 

the front yard and within the setback. In every other district it must meet the setbacks. Mr. 

Dewitt thought the allowance was originally for boathouses and equipment. However, now 

that we have pier slips and boat docks the need has been reduced. Mr. Dewitt went on to 

say, “We had one of these requests at the BZA a couple months ago that was denied 

because of zero setbacks. So I agree if they are going to be allowed they should meet the 

setbacks.” 

Mr. Gut mentioned that this is also an issue about restricting the view of the lake. Mr. Dewitt 

mentioned that all of the houses on the lake are moving right up to the 25 foot setback line 

and then we allow an accessory structure to be within the setback. But we have the 25 foot 

setback to protect the view of the lake and the neighbors.  

The consensus of the group was that the online version of the new ordinance is the most 

current revision, and the Commission could make an amendment to be incorporated in that 

document before it is sent to the Town Council. The amendment under discussion would be 

to limit accessory structures within the front yard setback in L1.  

After additional discussion it was recommended that the paragraph at the top of page 83 

allowing accessory structures within the 25 foot front yard setback in L1 be stricken from the 

new ordinance. This will require owners to go before the BZA for a variance.  

Mr. Oosterbaan made a motion to strike the paragraph at the top of page 83; seconded by 

Mr. Fox. Approved 7 – 0 – 0 

When asked if anyone in the audience had any comments about the new ordinance, or 

anything else the commission might have missed, a member of the audience brought up an 

issue regarding semi-trailer tractors parking in town. The gentleman described in detail an 

outstanding issue near South and Wabash Streets. It was mentioned there is nothing in the 
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ordinance about on street parking, but a lot about off street parking. It was discovered that 

there were numerous audience members present in support of something being done about 

parking semi tractor trailers in town. The main concern was safety: school bus pickup, 

children, fire trucks, ambulances, cars, bicyclists, runners… but there is also an issue with 

noise from an idling truck. It then determined that this issue is not a Planning Commission 

issue, but should be presented to the Town Council. Mr. McManaway stated he was in 

complete agreement with the issues presented and highly recommends putting together all 

the information and bringing it before the next Town Council meeting. Mr. Leist asked this 

group meet with him in order to be placed on the next Town Council meeting agenda. He said 

he was also in agreement that the traffic ordinance is the most appropriate place for this 

issue to be resolved. 

Audience member Mr. Tony Sellers asked about trees in the side yard setback in L1. He was 

concerned about how large a new tree would have to be in order to meet the new 

requirement. It was stated the issue is all about visibility. A new tree planting may have a 

truck 4 inches in diameter, but in 50 years it may be 4 feet in diameter; reducing visibility. The 

consensus was we don’t want to prevent planting trees, but we want to protect the limited 

lake views that are left. Mr. Dewitt asked if the language might be, “No species will be 

allowed in the setback area that will not be less than eight feet visibility height.” It was stated 

it must be a tree with a single trunk with a mature height canopy greater than 8 feet. No 

evergreens will be allowed. Mr. Dewitt said he would work with Mr. Booker to get the correct 

language for the new ordinance and send it to everyone for an opinion prior to presenting to 

the Town Council. 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to accept the two changes made tonight and send the new 

ordinance to the Town Council; seconded by Mr. Fox. Approved 7 – 0 – 0 

6. Old Business 

Mr. McManaway asked about old business items. Mr. Harris asked if the erosion control 

permit and disturbing the land issue south of the cemetery could be removed from the list. Mr. 

Dewitt said yes, because they have applied for a permit. 

Mr. Gut asked about the issue of tiny houses and Mr. McManaway said it is a topic we will 

need to investigate and discuss.  

Mr. Booker brought up the issue of Amish houses and the fact they are not habitable. Some 

of these will meet the minimum size, but will still not be approved. 

Mr. Peterson asked about the status of the shooting range on the South Shore. Mr. Dewitt 

said it is being constructed, but not connected. 

7. New Business 

Nothing 

8. Building Commissioner’s Report 

Mr. Dewitt passed out copies of his Building Permits report. There were eight Building 

Permits in July, eight in August, and nine in September. The interesting point is the number of 

permits that were done in the office versus online is three out of twenty five. So that tells me 

the online permitting interface is working as intended. Mr. Dewitt is predicting for the year, 
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Culver should receive between $8,500.00 and $9,500.00. This will be a little less than 

previous years, but does not include fines. 

Mr. Dewitt mentioned the members should take a look along 17
th
 road that’s within Culver’s 

two mile zone; lots of building materials. 

9. Citizen Input 

Nothing 

10. Commission Members Input or Concerns 

Nothing 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gut; seconded by Mr. Fox. Approved 7 – 0 – 0   

President Barry McManaway adjourned the meeting at 7:58 PM. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday November 21, 2017 at 6:30 PM 

 

 

Minutes approved by:  

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Barry McManaway Pete Peterson 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Margaret Dehne Chester Gut 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Martin Oosterbaan Don Fox 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Bill Harris  


