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Culver Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2017 

Summary of Council Actions: 

Items Motion Made By Seconded 

Vote (For – Against - 

Abstained) 

Motion to approve the 

October 19, 2017 

minutes as written. 

Mr. Gut Mr. Fox 6 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to support Mr. 

Dewitt and his group 

in meeting with Mr. 

Hopple to formulate a 

plan to resolve the 

issues at the Hopple 

residence and bring 

that plan to the 

Planning Commission 

for approval at either 

the January or 

February meeting. 

Mr. Bean Mr. Fox 5 – 0 – 1 Approved 

Adjournment Mr. Gut Mr. Peterson 6 – 0 – 0 Approved 
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1. Call to Order 

President Barry McManaway called to order a regularly scheduled meeting of the Culver 

Planning Commission at 6:31 PM on November 21, 2017 at the Culver Town Hall. 

2. Roll Call 

Mr. Harris conducted roll call. The following members were present: Barry McManaway, Pete 

Peterson, Wayne Bean, Chester Gut, Don Fox, Bill Harris, and Building Commissioner Chuck 

Dewitt.  

Margaret Dehne and Marty Oosterbaan were absent. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

Led by President Barry McManaway 

4. Approval of October 17, 2017 Minutes 

Mr. Gut made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Fox seconded the motion. 

The minutes were approved 6-0-0. 

Mr. McManaway mentioned that the September 2017 minutes have never been signed so we 

will need a copy for the next meeting. Mr. Harris said he would bring a copy. 

5. George Hopple Residence 

Mr. McManaway turned the discussion over to Mr. Dewitt. Mr. Dewitt handed out a GIS aerial 

photo of Mr. Hopple’s property. Mr. Dewitt explained that he has received a couple calls and 

concerns about the Hopple residence so Mr. Dewitt and Mr. Leist stopped and talked with Mr. 

Hopple at his residence. Mr. Hopple said he was willing to come to today’s meeting to 

discuss the issues and get a base line of where we’re at, and determine how we want to 

proceed. The issues are: possible encroachment on the southern property line, storage of a 

lot of older equipment, recycling of concrete in an S1 district, possible recycled material 

encroachment on the north road right of way. Mr. Dewitt stated he has worked with the 

Hopples in the past and is not yelling or pointing fingers, but would just like to put together a 

plan to move forward and correct the issues. He also asked that the Plan Commission allow 

him some latitude to work with Mr. Hopple. Mr. Dewitt would like to put together a small 

group, with two members from the Plan Commission, and one member from the BZA that 

would be available during the day to go meet with Mr. Hopple. Mr. Hopple stated he is will to 

do whatever it takes to correct any issues. 

 Mr. Fox asked if they could set a date when they could bring a plan and timeline to the 

Commission. Mr. Dewitt said it would probably be at the January or February meeting. 

Mr. Bean made a motion to support Mr. Dewitt and his group in meeting with Mr. Hopple to 

formulate a plan to resolve the issues at the Hopple residence, and bring that plan to the 

Planning Commission for approval at either the January or February meeting; seconded by 

Mr. Fox. The motion was approved 5 – 0 – 1 with Mr. Peterson abstaining. 

6. Discussions of the New L1 District Ordinance 

Mr. McManaway opened for discussion the L1 district proposed changes. He said he 

understood there were some disagreements to what was proposed. Mr. Dewitt stated the 

Town council passed everything with the exception of L1 at the first reading. Mr. Leist told the 

Commission members the items that were removed for further study were: creating a visibility 



Page 3 of 4 
 

requirement in the side yard setback area in the L1 district, removal of the allowance for one, 

“boat shed”, structure in the lake side setback area of the L1 district, and changes to the side 

yard fence height and visibility requirements in the L1 district. 

Mr. Peterson asked Mr. Leist if he remembered when the ordinance rewrite subcommittee 

started working on the project. The consensus among various members of the subcommittee 

was January or February 2017. Mr. Peterson then asked, “At what point did we say we 

needed to get this done in the winter time so the people from the lake would not be here? Did 

we ever say that? Was that ever entertained?” Mr. Peterson went on to say that he was 

appalled when he heard that statement. 

Mr. Fox asked for clarification about 50% visibility on a low stone wall of maybe 30 inches in 

height. He asked does the free air space above the 30 inches count toward the 50% visibility 

requirement. Mr. Dewitt said that he would consider the free air space above the 30 inches as 

part of the 50% visibility requirement. 

Mr. McManaway mentioned that the Planning Commission had two public hearings in late 

summer on the proposed changes to the Ordinance but had very little input from anyone. It 

wasn’t until it came before the Town Council that anyone showed up to protest these 

changes. We were looking for input during our public hearings to help iron out these changes. 

Mr. Peterson stated we had hardly any input from any of the districts. 

Mr. Peterson recommended carving out the L1 district as a complete module and reworking it 

completely, then resubmitting it to the Town Council, instead of trying to redo little sections 

one at a time. 

A question from the audience about which is the front yard in L1 was answered by Mr. 

McManaway. The lake side is the front yard in L1. Another question from the audience was 

regarding permitting solar panels. Mr. Dewitt explained that the permitting is all about safety 

for the linemen or anyone else working on the grid. Additionally, there is a need to review the 

weight of roof mounted units to make sure the roof is structurally sound enough to support 

them. 

There continued numerous discussions between audience members and Commission 

members regarding vegetation and fences in the side yard setback while maintaining visibility 

of the lake. 

7. Old Business 

Mr. McManaway asked about old business items. Mr. Harris asked about screening on the 

North side of the Brewery. Mr. Dewitt said there is nothing happening yet.  

Mr. Harris asked about the Beggs B&B zoning issue. The assumption is that the new owners 

are remodeling the structure to live in it, which would resolve the issue.  

Mr. Harris also asked about rezoning the park from L1 to P1. Mr. Leist responded, “It’s still on 

my list for two meetings from now. If everything passes I’ll bring it back to the Commission.” 

Mr. Harris asked about items on the five year plan. Mr. Leist responded that item one has not 

been addressed for subdivisions. Item two has been completed. We have covered the PUD 

aspect in item three, but we need to look at manufactured housing.  

8. New Business 
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Nothing 

9. Building Commissioner’s Report 

Mr. Dewitt passed out copies of his Building Permits report. There were 12 Building Permits 

in October, for a total of $1,440.00. $850.00 went to Culver, and $590.00 went to Marshall 

County. Mr. Dewitt said County wide this is the busiest construction year we have ever had.  

Mr. Dewitt stated we have a case going to court. On December 11
th
 the College Avenue 

property is going to court on the basis that the condition of your property cannot reduce the 

value of your neighbor’s property. He also mentioned the owners have paid their property 

taxes, but refuse to pay the Town’s assessments for mowing and maintaining. 

Mr. Dewitt also told the members the 808 Obispo property has about 40 days left on their 60 

day fix or correct mandate. The final day is December 1, 2017. 

Mr. Dewitt and Mr. Leist recently reviewed the West Jefferson entrance properties and the 

SR 10 property in an effort to clean up both. 

Mr. Peterson mentioned the water is still rising at Maple Ridge. Mr. Dewitt is working with the 

County surveyor on the Maple Ridge and Riggings properties. Mr. Dewitt would like to bring 

the owners of Maple Ridge and The Riggings to the Planning Commission in February. The 

issue is the Riggins is dumping their downspouts right onto Maple Ridge. 

Mr. McManaway asked if we could involve the town attorney in the L1 rewrite discussions. 

Mr. Dewitt said that after we have something in writing we could submit it to the attorney for 

review. 

10. Citizen Input 

Nothing 

11. Commission Members Input or Concerns 

Nothing 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gut; seconded by Mr. Peterson. Approved 6 – 0 – 0   

President Barry McManaway adjourned the meeting at 8:12 PM. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday December 19, 2017 at 6:30 PM 

Minutes approved by:  

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Barry McManaway Pete Peterson 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Chester Gut Don Fox 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Wayne Bean Bill Harris 


