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Culver Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
December 19, 2017 

Summary of Council Actions: 

Items Motion Made By Seconded 

Vote (For – Against - 

Abstained) 

Motion to approve the 

November 21, 2017 

minutes as written. 

Mr. Peterson Mr. Gut 5 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Motion to  close the 

Wabash Street re-plat 

public hearing   

Mr. Gut Mr. Peterson  6 – 0 – 1 Approved 

Motion to approve the 

change in property 

lines on the re-plat of 

lots 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

Mr. Peterson Mr. Gut 6 – 0 – 0 Approved 

Adjournment Mr. Oosterbaan Mr. Gut 6 – 0 – 0 Approved 
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1. Call to Order 

President Barry McManaway called to order a regularly scheduled meeting of the Culver 

Planning Commission at 6:33 PM on December 19, 2017 at the Culver Town Hall. 

2. Roll Call 

Mr. Harris conducted roll call. The following members were present: Barry McManaway, Pete 

Peterson, Margaret Dehne, Chester Gut, Marty Oosterbaan, Bill Harris, and Building 

Commissioner Chuck Dewitt.  

Wayne Bean and Don Fox were absent. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

Led by President Barry McManaway 

4. Approval of November 21, 2017 Minutes 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Gut seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved 5 – 0 – 0. 

5. Public Hearing – Re-plat on Wabash Street 

Mr. McManaway opened the public hearing at 6:40PM. 

Ms. Ricciardi presented the Commission members with official re-plat prints confirming the 

information she had presented as a proposal for discussion with the members a couple 

months earlier. Everything appeared to be in order and in line with the previous discussion. 

Mr. Oosterbaan asked why it wasn’t approved before. The answer was because the 

Commission asked for an official surveyor’s drawing. 

Mr. McManaway stated Ms. Ricciardi has done everything the Commission has asked her to 

do. 

There being no additional questions or opposition from the members or from the audience 

Mr. Gut made a motion to close the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Peterson. The motion 

was approved 6 – 0 – 0. Mr. McManaway closed the public hearing at 6:43PM. 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to pass the change in property lines on the re-plat of lots 1, 2, 3, 

and 4; seconded by Mr. Gut. The motion was approved 6 – 0 – 0. 

6. Discussions of the New L1 District Ordinance 

Mr. Leist confirmed that the date for the first meeting of the new committee to review changes 

to L1 and advise the Commission will be January 4, 2018 at 6:30PM. Because of the 

holidays, he had been struggling with a date that would work for most people, but finally 

decided to wait until after the New Year. 

Mr. McManaway remarked that the issue of preserving lake visibility for the general public 

has been an issue he has been supporting for many years. He also stated that he is very 

interested in what other ideas will be proposed for maintaining the current visibility; an opinion 

shared by most of the other members. 

Mr. Dewitt mentioned that Mr. Tony Sellers would be involved in the review committee and 

bringing landscaping ideas. Mr. Peterson is looking to the Lake Association for their input and 
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ideas because he believes maintaining good visibility supports what their objectives are as 

well. 

A discussion ensued about fence height and visibility in the side, front, and rear yards. It all 

boils down to a compromise between visibility and privacy in the side yard; what’s best for the 

community and best for property owners. 

It was determined that the discussion is better suited for the review committee. 

Mr. Yuhas, from the audience, asked when the idea that the community should be able to 

have visibility of the lake was first established. Mr. McManaway and Mr. Peterson both stated 

it has been an issue as long as they have been members of the Planning Commission, which 

goes back 20 years. Ms. Dehne commented that if you have lived in this area as long as I 

have, you would understand that the general public’s view of the lake has been diminishing 

more and more every year. Mr. McManaway stated the whole idea is that the lake is a public 

lake, not a private one, and if nothing was ever controlled, then the property owners could 

close it off completely, in essence making it private. 

Mr. Peterson mentioned that there are things happening now that we don’t care for, and 

shame on us for not having something in place before this.   

7. Old Business 

Mr. McManaway asked about old business items. Mr. Harris told the commission members 

he has put the Hopple property on the list. Mr. Harris also asked about screening on the 

North side of the Brewery. Mr. Dewitt said there is nothing happening at the Brewery yet, but I 

could give you an update on the Hopple property.  

Mr. Dewitt said that he and Mr. Oosterbaan, Mr. Leist, and Mr. Gut went out to the Hopple 

property today to see what had been done. In November we gave him what we thought were 

the important items to address: clean up the North twenty five foot setback along 17
th
 road, 

remove the household garbage pile, and the tires. There are also 14 trailers, of one type or 

another, that are not to be used for storage, but nevertheless, there are items inside them.  

Mr. Hopple understands priority one is the 25 foot setback along 17
th
 road, along with the 

garbage and tires. 

Mr. Dewitt continued, they have started on the garbage pile. He has filled at least one 

dumpster and there’s a new dumpster there now that’s filled. So, he has been working on this 

item, but it has not been cleaned up. 

We asked him to come back to the Plan Commission in February with what he has 

completed, and to present a plan on the rest of the issues with a time schedule for 

completion. 

The Health Department is aware of the issue and they are waiting to support whatever we 

need. They have ordered bottles for water sampling. They will test the Hopple well, and the 

neighbor’s well to see if there is any groundwater contamination. It they find contamination 

then that will change the whole plan. The testing should happen within the next couple 

weeks.  

There was an oil spill by the crushed concrete when a loader broke down and oil went all 

over. IDEM came out to check this situation, so I now have a direct line of communication 

with their hazmat group. 
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Mr. Hopple told IDEM that he resells the tires. IDEM told him unless they are stored in an 

enclosed building, and he has sales receipts, they will not be buying his story. 

Mr. Dewitt said there are at least 6 or 8 pay loaders that don’t work. The total number of 

vehicles is around 30. Mr. McManaway asked if any of the cars had been moved. Mr. Dewitt 

said he could not see that any had been moved. 

Mr. Dewitt also mentioned there are probably 6 tarps on the house roof. He believes there 

are four residents living in the house. 

Mr. McManaway remarked that Mr. Hopple had acquired this business and property from his 

father when he died therefore it is not grandfathered in, and the rock crushing business 

needs to be moved to a district that would allow it. Mr. Dewitt agreed, but said that’s a 

secondary problem when compared with all of the others. 

8. New Business 

Nothing 

9. Building Commissioner’s Report 

Mr. Dewitt said that his secretary has been off work due to an illness so he does not have an 

updated report on Building Permits. 

10. Citizen Input 

Mr. Leist responded to a comment that the Town has a number of other properties that 

needed to be addressed as well as the Hopple property. He said there are a total of four that 

are in various stages of correction. Mr. Dewitt followed up stating The Town went to court last 

week on the property located at 614 College Ave. The defendant group did not show up. The 

Judge ruled that after thirty days the Town can go on the property and remove from the 

premises: the old decking, the wood debris, unattached concrete debris, other construction 

debris, tree limbs, branches, weeds, and other yard waste. We can also regrade the dirt 

around the house and contour it. We can secure the back door, remove the silt fence, boat 

lift, and abandoned vehicle. The court also gave us a limit of not to exceed $8,000.00 which 

will be billed to the landowner on their taxes. 

Mr. McManaway asked what had been done about the property on SR10. Mr. Leist 

responded that he was supposed to go out there today to follow up on what had been 

discussed as corrective actions but ran out of time. However, what I could see as I drove past 

this morning is it doesn’t look like any of the things we discussed have been done, except for 

moving the tires and snow fence. Mr. Leist said he would follow up in the next week. 

Mr. Clevenger gave the 808 Obispo Street property owners 30 days to close up the house 

and it appears they are working on it. 

11. Commission Members Input or Concerns 

Nothing 
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A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Oosterbaan; seconded by Mr. Gut. Approved 6 – 0 – 0   

President Barry McManaway adjourned the meeting at 7:53 PM. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday January 16, 2018 at 6:30 PM 

 

 

Minutes approved by:  

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Barry McManaway Pete Peterson 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Chester Gut Don Fox 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Wayne Bean Bill Harris 


